Nick Bryant: Seeking the Truth About Epstein
Bob Gatty: [00:00:00] We all know that Jeffrey Epstein is dead, but the questions surrounding his operation and the powerful people connected to it refuse to go away. The Trump administration says there's no evidence Epstein ran a coordinated blackmail or trafficking operation involving elite political and business figures.
But millions of Americans remain unconvinced, especially as more documents, flight logs, court filings, and victim testimony continue to emerge. My guest today has spent more than 15 years investigating the Epstein case. Investigative journalist Nick Bryant helped bring worldwide attention to the scandal after publishing Epstein's Black Book and flight logs online in 2015.
It was material that intensified public scrutiny of Epstein's network and connections. Bryant is now director of the non-profit organization Epstein Justice, which seeks [00:01:00] transparency, accountability, and justice for Epstein's victims. The group wants an independent Congressional commission to fully investigate the Epstein case and the institutions that may have enabled it.
He's also the author of Compromised: The Politics of Sex, Lies, and Blackmail, and is currently working on a new book, Epstein Unredacted, based on his years of reporting. Nick Bryant, welcome to Lean to the Left. I appreciate you coming on. 
Nick Bryant: It's good to be with you, Bob. 
Bob Gatty: Thank you. Now, you've spent years digging into this story, Nick, while many media organizations and political leaders seem reluctant to fully confront it.
What keeps you pursuing this case? 
Nick Bryant: I wrote a book called The Franklin Scandal: A Story of Power, Brokers, Child Abuse, and Betrayal. And it was about a child trafficking network that actually, Epstein is a carbon copy of it. 
And it was, they flew kids from coast to coast and [00:02:00] pandered them to the rich and powerful.
There was blackmail involved, and there was unbelievable aberrations in the justice system to protect the perps. That book was published in 2009, 2010, and I started to hear rumblings about Epstein in 2011. There were multiple girls that had come forward, or allegedly come forward, and there was a grand jury that said Epstein hadn't molested a single child, and that's exactly what happened with Franklin.
The two grand juries said that no children had been molested. So when I saw Epstein, it looked like there was multiple girls involved, but then a grand jury said that he hadn't molested a single child- So I went down there in 2011 and started pounding the pavement and knocking on doors and doing the things that I do.
Bob Gatty: Yeah. 
Nick Bryant: And then I came away with his black book. 
And I [00:03:00] started to call victims in the black book. There's a number of girls that are listed in Florida, in New Mexico, in LA, in London and also in France. And I started to call them. 
Bob Gatty: Okay. 
Nick Bryant: And the first one I called, the first one I was able to get a hold of it was a strange conversation.
I was talking to her mom, and her mom was talking to her. And I ultimately asked her how old she was when she got involved with Jeffrey Epstein, and she said 13 years old. And that was against the cover story at that point. The cover story is that there's no girls under 14 years old. 
Bob Gatty: Right. 
Nick Bryant: Which is still very egregious.
And then I talked to another woman who talked about being flown around and flown to an island. So I think I was one of the first people that was aware of Epstein's island.
Bob Gatty: Yeah ... 
Nick Bryant: and then at that [00:04:00] point I started to call other girls and then I started to call Epstein's inner circle. I had their numbers.
And only one picked up, and that was Sarah Kellen. And Sarah Kellen was telling me how hard the media had been on her a- and I wasn't really willing to commiserate with her because she l- led many lambs to the slaughter. And- Who is 
Bob Gatty: Sarah Kellum? 
Nick Bryant: She was one of the procure recruiters for Jeffrey 
Bob Gatty: Epstein.
Oh okay. 
Nick Bryant: And so when the Epstein files came out at the end of January, I'm in the Epstein files. Someone who's redacted sent a couple of... three emails actually to Jeffrey Epstein's inner circle. 
And so there's a journalist, Nick Bryant, that's asking him stuff, and we gotta be, quote unquote, "aware of him," and here's what he looks like, and they had a picture of me.
Bob Gatty: Oh, [00:05:00] no kidding. 
Nick Bryant: Yeah. 
Bob Gatty: Did that shake you up? Nah. Nah. Nah. You didn't care, 
Nick Bryant: right? I've been at th- I've been at this a long time, 
Bob Gatty: All right. You've described Epstein as operating within a much larger system of influence and protection. What evidence led you to that conclusion, Nick? 
Nick Bryant: The Palm Beach Police Department had- The statements of five underage girls 
Bob Gatty: Yeah 
Nick Bryant: And they were going to arrest Jeffrey Epstein for four counts of unlawful sexual activity with a minor and one count of lewd and lascivious molestation, but they knew of others.
Bob Gatty: Right. 
Nick Bryant: And then that grand jury, as I said, covered it up, said that Epstein wasn't guilty of molesting a single minor. And then Michael Reiter, who's really one of the unsung heroes in this story, he was the Palm Beach police chief, and he went to the [00:06:00] Department of Justice and said, "You guys have got to do something about this."
And Alexander Acosta had and the FBI ins- and Al- Alexander Acosta was the US attorney for the Southern District of Florida, and they had a list of 40 victims. They were ready to indict Jeffrey Epstein on 60 counts of various types of malfeasance and one of those counts was child trafficking.
And then it got quashed. He was told that he had to stand down. Now, he originally said he was told because he had to stand down because Epstein was intelligence. He's been changing his story since then, but I firmly believe that's what happened. And there's only two people in the government that can tell a US attorney to stand down.
One is the attorney general- ... and one is the president. Okay. A US attorney by himself isn't gonna unilaterally [00:07:00] cover up a huge child trafficking network. And for that matter, an attorney general by himself isn't gonna unilaterally cover up a trafficking network. He had to get the okay from his boss, and his boss was George W. Bush II, and the cognitively challenged George Bush. So that order for Alexander Acosta to, to stand down emanated from the very apex of our political system. 
Bob Gatty: Incredible. The Bush administration. 
Nick Bryant: The coverup started with Bush. It continued with Obama.
It continued under Trump. It continued under Biden, and now it's continuing under Trump. So two Democratic administrations and two Republican administrations are guilty of the coverup. it's just not a Republican thing.
Bob Gatty: Okay. Now, where does the investigation stand today, especially after the release of all these pages of documents earlier in the year?
Nick Bryant: The investigation stands where [00:08:00] it's always stood. Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell molested all these girls- ... up to 1,200 victims, but they did it all by themself. They colluded with no one. They had no co-conspirators. It's really an inane story that the government is trying to sell us about Jeffrey Epstein.
Bob Gatty: Incredible. So what have the survivors told you about the failures of law enforcement and justice system here? 
Nick Bryant: The law enforcement has or the justice system except for the Palm Beach Police Department has failed them at every level. Yeah. They've been failed at the state level.
They've been failed at the federal level. 
Bob Gatty: Yeah. 
Nick Bryant: They're just wondering when are they gonna be able to get some justice. And there's been civil litigation. There was a Epstein Victims Compensation program set up. And 225 girls applied for settlements, and [00:09:00] settlements were awarded to 150, and somewhere between eight and 12 declined settlements, and the reason why they declined settlements is because if you got a settlement, you signed a release, which essentially said you cannot sue any of your other perpetrators unless your attorneys signify that you can. So that was ... I think that's pretty egregious.
Bob Gatty: Sure. 
Nick Bryant: And those attorneys did their job perpetuating the cover-up. And there were there were two ... I've been at anti-trafficking for a long time, and I've spoken at a number of conferences, and I've met therapists, psychologists that have, that counsel victims that have been trafficked. And I was told by two therapists, and one's a really eminent psychologist, that two of their clients had been under 10 years old when they were trafficked.
Bob Gatty: [00:10:00] Incredible. 
Nick Bryant: And also, I was told by a survivor that there were some very sadistic pedophiles, and the Epstein documents that were released at the end of January- ... have shown me to be right.
Bob Gatty: Do you believe the public fully appreciates the scale of his abuse, of the network and how long it operated?
Nick Bryant: 89% of Americans want transparency. But we're going to have to get motivated. We are going to have to demand transparency. The government isn't gonna give us transparency unless we demand transparency. 
Bob Gatty: Right. 
Nick Bryant: And with our organization, Epstein Justice, what we want is an independent Congressional commission.
An independent congressional commission often incorporates non-government personality. It can bounce an investigation outside the political system. And if we're gonna get any justice in the Epstein case, [00:11:00] we have to bounce it outside the political system, because politicians on the right and on the left have been covering this up for 20 years.
You could even argue 30 years. The Maria Farmer went to the FBI in 1996 and told them about Epstein. 
Bob Gatty: That just is incredible to me that ... Anyway and most Americans do. Now,
Nick Bryant: But we have to do something about it. I mean- Yeah. Yeah, for sure ... we just can't sit on our ... Yeah, and I would suggest that your audience go to epsteinjustice.com and check us out, because- Yeah
I think we're the only game in town that's really working towards justice for the victims. There's a very large organization that talks a lot about the victims, but I haven't seen much of a plan to get justice for the victims. 
Bob Gatty: Who's supporting your organization? 
Nick Bryant: We ... It's very grassroots.
[00:12:00] We're ... we're supported by donations. 
Bob Gatty: Yeah. Do you have, ... is it working out? Are you getting support? We're getting 
Nick Bryant: bigger. We ... The reason why we started this I had no ... I didn't have a clue about how to run a 501[3]. And I didn't have a clue about what we were gonna do.
Alls I know is that I wanted an independent congressional commission. 
Bob Gatty: Right. 
Nick Bryant: And ultimately, we kinda got our footing and now we have a pretty much a clear path, but we need help. We need- Do you- We need help ... do you have 
Bob Gatty: any s- do you have any support on the Hill for that? 
Nick Bryant: Ro Khanna and Thomas Massie have supported us.
And so that's pretty big. We need more support from more politicians, but- 
Bob Gatty: Yeah. Massie's in trouble, isn't he? Yeah. 
Nick Bryant: Yeah, unfortunately. 
Bob Gatty: Yeah, for sure. Okay. Before I forget, I wanted to ask you about the black book, and what was really in it, and why it was so significant. 
Nick Bryant: It showed Epstein's [00:13:00] social circle, which was- huge. Billionaires, rock stars, actors. It was filled with the elite of our society, or what's- ... being called now the Epstein class. I think that there's been three quantum leaps in our understanding of Jeffrey Epstein. The black book and the flight logs that I put up on the internet were, was the first quantum leap.
The second quantum leap is Julie Brown's articles in the Miami Herald. And the third quantum leap is the documents that were released by Trump. Okay. 
Bob Gatty: Now, just because somebody is mentioned in that black book doesn't mean they're guilty- Correct ... of anything, right? Correct. Correct. I just wanna make sure that's clear.
Now, you've written extensively about the possibility of blackmail. What evidence suggests Epstein might have been collecting leverage on influential people? [00:14:00] 
Nick Bryant: All of his homes were wired for audiovisual blackmail. And I've ... there's plenty of evidence to support that. 
And at his New York home, there was a secret room where there were men, as in plural, monitoring the house.
All the bedrooms and all the bathrooms in his mansion. So there was obviously people that were working with Jeffrey Epstein that were part of the blackmail enterprise. And unfortunately, people just don't come out and say, "I'm being blackmailed." 
That's not how it works.
When I wrote the Franklin Scandal, I got to a blackmail photographer. And I was ... It was when I was kinda cutting my teeth on it, and I was trying to understand it. And I said, "How does this work?" And he said to me, "Once you're compromised, it's like you're on a yacht. [00:15:00] And it's a beautiful yacht, and it's a beautiful day, and you can have anything you want on the yacht."
"But if you decide to get off the yacht, the people on the yacht are gonna make sure that you drown." So that's what being compromised is about. 
Bob Gatty: Make sure that you drown, huh? Okay. Now, the FBI and the Department of Justice continue to maintain that Epstein died by suicide and that n- no further investigation needs to take place.
What's your response to that? 
Nick Bryant: I think that there's a, certainly a high probability that he was murdered.
And at that point, the attorney general was William Barr, who's a very dirty guy. He was the attorney general under Bush I. 
Bob Gatty: Right. 
Nick Bryant: And the thing about ... And I saw this with the pimps in the book that I wrote about the Franklin Scandal.
Epstein was getting [00:16:00] too much media. And these pimps in the Franklin Scandal were getting too much media. And when you get a lot of media- Your efficacy as a blackmailer is zero. And Epstein had a lot of s- of goods. But he was working for an organization. And that's wh- where people have problems comprehending the Epstein game.
Because some of the most powerful men in the world were being blackmailed, and they have access to thugs and other unsavory types. There's no way that Jeffrey Epstein, a college dropout from a working class family in Coney Island, was gonna blackmail anybody. 
There had to be an organization behind him that- said, "If you touch a hair on Epstein's head, then it's, you're gonna have some problems."
Bob Gatty: Do you think that this whole idea was Epstein's [00:17:00] to start with? No, I think 
Nick Bryant: it, I think it's been going on forever. 
Bob Gatty: Do 
Nick Bryant: you? Yeah. Alexander- It did ... Hamilton was, had an affair with a woman who was, like, 22 years old, and she was married.
And her husband was blackmailing Alexander Hamilton. Then a muckraking journalist found out about the affair, and he outed Alexander Hamilton for having this affair. 
Bob Gatty: Oh. 
Nick Bryant: And H- Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson had tremendous antipathy towards each other, and the muckraking journalist thought that Jefferson would give him an appointment in his administration because Jefferson disliked Hamilton so much.
But Jefferson didn't, and then he outed Jefferson as having sex with one of his slaves, Sally Hemings. So it goes way back. It goes way back. 
Bob Gatty: Oh my God. All right. All right, now Ghislaine [00:18:00] Maxwell's serving 20 years in the clink. I don't know if it's a clink, but for grooming underage girls, what does that tell us about the broader network around Epstein?
Nick Bryant: Ghislaine Maxwell was the fall guy. 
Bob Gatty: Yeah, she was. There were other people. You said before, there were other people that were, I guess you could call them pimps, doing this. Yeah. Why aren't they in jail too? 
Nick Bryant: Because our government has done everything it possibly can to cover up Jeffrey Epstein's trafficking network, everything it possibly can. I think it offered Ghislaine Maxwell as a scapegoat, and people were jubilant that Ghislaine Maxwell- Got 20 years, although she should've been put away for life But- 
Bob Gatty: Do you feel like there'll be additional [00:19:00] prosecutions?
Nick Bryant: I started an organization called Epstein Justice, and- yeah ... I think that we're gonna, I think that we will eventually prevail. Now, I, you might call me delusional, but I've never been diagnosed as delusional. I should add that. 
Bob Gatty: I would never call you delusional. I think what you're doing is very admirable, and I applaud you for it.
Hardly delusional. So what developments should people watch for over the next year or so? 
Nick Bryant: What we need to do is we need to grow Epstein Justice. There's another organization out there that's very large- ... that- You mentioned that ... that, that seems to have a monopoly on the Epstein victims. 
Bob Gatty: But 
Nick Bryant: the, they're not offering any solutions. They're just going around in circles. 
Bob Gatty: What is that organization you're referring to? I'm not 
Nick Bryant: gonna get, I won't, I'm not gonna get into that- Oh, all right ... the particular organization. All right. But people in the anti-trafficking world [00:20:00] know that organization very well.
Epstein Justice, w- we're the only ones that are offering a solution. We don't have the money of some of these other organizations- ... but we're scrappy. We keep plugging away. We k- we keep getting bigger. It's a dog fight, but we keep getting bigger. 
Bob Gatty: Okay. Now, you spent a big portion of your career investigating sexual abuse networks and institutional cover-ups.
What first drew you into that? Why did you get into that kind of reporting? What prompted that? 
Nick Bryant: I had written a lot about children's issues before I got into writing about child trafficking. Lower socioeconomic children in the United States of America- ... and how a lot of them go there's families with children are the fast-growing segment of the homeless population.
And there are millions of children in the United States that experience [00:21:00] hunger at least once a month, and I wrote a book about it, and- ... when I wrote the book in 1995, there were 10 million American children that were uninsured. Now I think there's two or three million.
So I've always been sensitive to children's issues. I- ... had a difficult childhood, and so I've- Oh, you did? I've been d- I've been sensitive to children's issues. And then when I came across the Franklin network, trafficking network, and I saw that it had been un- completely covered up- That kind of blew my mind.
That the government would cover up a child sex trafficking network. Sure. And I just started investigating it. I spent seven years investigating it, and as I investigated it, I acquired a lot of knowledge about other networks and other facets of trafficking. Yeah. So that's ... I, and I just developed a certain expertise with it.
I didn't intentionally set out to develop an expertise in this area. [00:22:00] 
Bob Gatty: Yeah, 
Nick Bryant: right. 
Bob Gatty: Okay. So Epstein Justice, where can people... That's epsteinjustice.com? You got 
Nick Bryant: it, epsteinjustice.com. 
Bob Gatty: And that's where people can find out what's, what that's all about and how they can s- Yes ... how they can support it.
Is there a way people can donate? 
Nick Bryant: Sure. You can actually go to our website and donate, and you can sign up for our webinars. We got a webinar coming up a week from Tuesday. And we're gonna hear- Or actually a week from, a week to, week today. Yeah. 
Bob Gatty: It's gonna cover what? 
Nick Bryant: This particular webinar is gonna cover the life and death of Virginia Giuffre.
Bob Gatty: Okay. 
Nick Bryant: She was the most vocal Epstein victim, and- Okay ... she was the one that sued Ghislaine Maxwell and Prince Andrew. 
Bob Gatty: Okay. 
Nick Bryant: All right. And named a lot of perpetrators too. Okay. 
Bob Gatty: Excellent. And your books, I presume that your books can all be [00:23:00] found on Amazon right? 
Nick Bryant: Yeah, and your audience can go to my website, nickbryantnyc.com, and you can check out my books.
You can check out my blogs. I've g- I've got a lot of stuff on the website that you can check out. 
Bob Gatty: Yeah. You've been doing this a long time and you're doing a great job. And I appreciate you coming on, Nick. Is there anything else you'd like to add? 
Nick Bryant: I'm good, Bob. 
Bob Gatty: Thank you so much. I really do appreciate it.
Nick Bryant: Okay, great. Have a great day. 
